EVENT DESCRIPTION
Project Partner: EnergaP

Title of the event:
Roundtable with stakeholders - Solar systems in the industry
Date & location: 25th February 2010 at 10 o'clock
Organiser(s): Energap and Štajerska Chamber of Commerce
Number of Participants: 17
Summary
The results of the stakeholder feedback have shown that there is the interest among some
companies for solar process heat usage. The interest is for now at a modest level but it will
surely improve in the near future due to the market development and the rise of fuel prices.
The representatives of the stakeholders have pointed out different problems that come out
of the lack of information. So information campaign should be a great part of such a
regional campaign since there is not enough of high quality information on this subject
existing in the market right now. They are all very interested to see already implemented
project.
Some efforts should be also put to work on the national level – to change the strategies,
legislation and financial support. Environmental protection issue are not a priority for
companies in the region.
Objective & main programme point
The main objective of the roundtable was to inform the stakeholders in the region about
the SOPRO project and the new potential for industrial processes to use solar energy. The
main information about energy management in the companies was presented. The steps
of industrial audit and how to find energy potential in the process were presented. The
company Weishaupt presented their experience in the field of solar systems and their
project solar systems for water heating for industrial kitchen were presented.
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Conclusions & lessons learnt
Most of the stakeholders were very cooperative and have shown interest in the project and
the general idea of using solar power for industrial processes. Technical staffs are quit
negative as every company representative knew its part of the production process very
well and they do not want to disturb it. Company leaders only look at the investments with
very short return period. Heating fuel is also quit cheap. Slovenia also has no subsidies for
implementation of solar systems for industry. The companies are also a bit afraid because
of the difficult global economic situation and the cries that really have shown the
consequences in late 2009. Many companies still have some spare waste heat. The
potential processes were identified fairly fast but people at the companies have no
experience with solar system and they are sceptical. They also do not have much attitude
for greening of their processes since national strategies, plans, legislations and incentives
are also not fostering the implementation of CO2 cutting systems.
Solar system producer also have no experience in planning of such systems and they
know how important is the good integration and therefore they do not work so much on
marketing activities. Most of them are really only seller of the equipment and they do not
have in deep knowledge for integration. Both process and solar technical staffs need a
good guides and other information. They are looking for already implemented system
anywhere in EU. They do not want to be the first one.
The time of three years is short to implement the project and a lot of individual work is
needed. The companies do not want to share their data and problems, solar companies in
Slovenia are not associated and they also see common work as a competition. In future
we will work very much individually in small teams only connecting the company and one
solar producer and one or two planers.
There is very big problem with finding the money for investing. Companies see Energap
also as a financial source. The problem is that these financial input count also for the staid
aid scheme. Company using a lot of public money for investments in developing the new
production systems and since there are quotes they have to make priorities. Only in very
few companies in Slovenia or in our region the energy issues are priority.
Stakeholders also see the integration of the solar systems into the process as very
scientific one. They think that some experts from university are needed. Only very few
companies are interested to use the solar system just because of environment.
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Annex
The following documents are included in the annex:
• programme
• invitation folder
• picture

Programme
10.00 Welcome to the participants from Štajerska Chamber of Commerce and Energap
10.10 Energy management in industry and SO PRO project presentation, dr. Vlasta Krmelj
10.50 Energy audits in industry – basic info, dr. Janez Petek
11.20 Solar systems in industry, Boris Gojkošek, Weishaupt
11.50 Discussion
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Invitation folder

4

Picture
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